Order of the Arrow
Nisqually Lodge #155

Issue 1

Raven’s
Wing

Greetings Brothers!
By Conner Frans, Lodge Chief
In 2019 our lodge celebrated its
25th anniversary by inducting a
whopping 117 new arrowmen, converting 22 members to Brotherhood,
honoring eight members with the
vigil honor, traveling to three different
conclaves in Eastern Washington,
Alaska, and Oregon, and serving our
council through cheerful service. Our
25th anniversary helped prepare our
lodge to tackle the upcoming decade
and to achieve our goal of thriving for
years to come.
I am more than excited to embark on
this journey at the helm of the lodge by
serving as your new Lodge Chief. Over
these coming months, I encourage every
member who completed their ordeal in a
previous year to seal their membership
with the lodge by becoming a brotherhood member. I also encourage all of our
members to make the lodge visible to their home troops by scheduling unit visitations,
elections, and establishing a troop representative. I would also like to encourage our
members to consider venturing out to Fire Mountain in Mt. Vernon next September for
the annual Section conclave. The more members that our lodge sends to this event, the
more fun that everyone in attendance has.
This past October I had the honor of leading and planning the Lodge’s annual Fall
Fellowship. Our members had a great weekend of brotherhood and cheerfulness. The attendees played hours of Gaga ball, ate lots of delicious food, and enjoyed taking whacks
at a piñata. Our lodge also enjoyed inducting several new brotherhood members and
conducting the annual elections for both lodge and chapter positions. I would also like to
thank everyone who supported me in my role as vice chief of inductions this past year.
Continued on next page.

January 2020

Calendar

Please be sure these events are on
your unit’s calendar to avoid conflicts.
Lodge Executive Council
January 13, 7pm, Tumwater Office
Lodge Executive Council
February 10, 7pm, Tacoma Office
Craft & Ceremonies Fellowship
February 21-23, Camp Thunderbird
Lodge Executive Council
March 9, 7pm, Tumwater Office
Lodge Executive Council
April 13, 7pm, Tacoma Office
Vigil Ceremony
April 25-26, Camp Thunderbird
Lodge Executive Council
May 11, 7pm, Tumwater Office
Spring Ordeal
June 5-7, Camp Thunderbird
Lodge Executive Council
June 8, 7pm, Tacoma Office
Lodge Executive Council
July 12, 7pm, Tumwater Office
NOAC
August 3-8, Michigan State University

Lodge Leadership
Lodge Chief
Conner Frans
connerfrans@gmail.com

1st Vice Chief
Sam Taylor
samtaylor580@gmail.com
2nd Vice Chief
John Ruppe Jr.
xlhsdjr@hotmail.com
3rd Vice Chief
Nate Ostheller
nsostheller@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer
David Torem
davidtorem99@gmail.com
Lodge Adviser
Eugene Victor
wazzu4ever@comcast.net
Lodge Associate Adviser
Wright McCartney
grit53@comcast.net

It was the experience of a lifetime and I am looking forward to serving as your 2020
Lodge Chief.
Finally, I encourage all of our members to attend their local chapter meetings.
These chapter meetings are imperative to the growth and support of our lodge.
Thank you to everyone who has taken time out of their lives to support our
incredible Lodge.

Lodge Adviser’s Minute
By Gene Victor, Lodge
Adviser
On July 31, 2007, our National
Chief gave a speech. In his speech,
he related a story about the importance of salt to the human race.
Salt is a major ingredient that is used to
season our food. When we use salt to
season our food, it usually takes several
shakes to spread multiple granules of
salt onto the food. Everyone’s tastes are
different, so not everyone will require the same amount of salt to provide the added
seasoning to satisfy their taste buds.
In the early days, salt was used to preserve foods. Early settlers did not have the convenience of cold storage from refrigerators or freezers as we have today. They would
use an abundance of salt to cover their meat to preserve it for later consumption.

Lodge Membership Adviser
Dave Wellman
wellman_48@msn.com

Salt can also be used with water to create a mouthwash for sores you may have in
your mouth. Simply rinse your mouth out with this salt and water solution to expedite
and improve your oral health.

Lodge Program Adviser
John Ruppe
xlhsdjr@hotmail.com

We have identified three attributes of salt: (1) It seasons, (2) it preserves, and
(3) it improves.

Lodge Inductions Adviser
Paul Taylor
prtjat@yahoo.com
Lodge Ceremonies Adviser
Laura Kitchings
dkrainier@gmail.com
Lodge Communication Adviser
Janet Johnson
gecko.graphics@comcast.net
Lodge Merchandising Adviser
Phil Misner
misnerpb@meriwether.org
Trading Post
Dawn Maddox
maxsportable@aol.com
Jacoby Dominy
ipadusersunite@gmail.com

So how is salt related to our lodge? Why is it important to our lodge? Do we need salt
in the lodge? Do we have salt in the lodge? Consider each member a granule of salt.
We need salt for the same reasons mentioned above. We need to constantly season
our younger members for them to one day lead the lodge and chapters as youth officers and chairmen. Seasoned, older Arrowmen can provide help in continuing this
seasoning process. We need salt to continue to preserve our values not only in our
lodge and chapters but also in Scouting and our society.
Our values must be maintained and passed on in our future. Every year we should
not be complacent to just do what was done the year before. We should strive
to improve on what we did last year seeking to move from a Thriving Lodge to
a High-Performing Lodge.
Salt is composed of tiny individual granules and one granule is a start, but
will not provide enough to recognize a huge difference. However, when we
use multiple granules of salt, we begin to realize a difference and see results.
I challenge you to band together like granules of salt and help season our
lodge, work to preserve our values, and participate to improve our lodge and
the members in it.
Your Brothers need you. Will you answer the call?
Continued on next page.

Chapters

Ahotasu Mbi (Hylebos District)
Chief: Elijah Bilyen
Adviser: Angela Rueber
Totem: Timber Wolf
Meeting: Third Thursday of every
month, 7pm, North Lake Improvement
Club in Federal Way.
Chehalis (Timberline District)
Chief: Hunter Morgan
Adviser: Dave Anderson
Totem: Eagle
Meeting: First Tursday of every month,
6pm, Chehalis Scout Lodge.
Kcum Kcum (Coastal Waters District)
Chief: John Russo
Adviser: Tim Helman
Totem: Salmon
Meeting: Third Sunday of every month,
5pm, Central Elementary, Hoquiam.
Sahaptin (Glacier View District)
Chief: Chris Byrd
Adviser: Tim Schock
Totem: Frog
Meeting: TBD. Watch your email or the
Sahaptin Facebook page.
Squaxin (Capital Area District)
Chief: Joey Taylor
Adviser: Russ Carron
Totem: Salmon
Meeting: First Monday of every month,
7pm, First United Methodist Church,
Olympia.
Tsaw (Puget Sound District)
Chief: Elijah Crosby
Adviser: Matt Bachmann
Totem: Beaver
Meeting: Third Wednesday of every
month, 7pm, Tacoma Scout Office.
Wapiti (Mt Tahoma District)
Chief: Justin Thomas
Adviser: Donnovon Smith
Totem: Elk
Meeting: Second Thursday 7pm,
Sumner Scout Lodge (watch your email
for details).

Bound in Brotherhood
by Sam Taylor, First Vice Chief
What is your favorite part of OA
events? Is it the food? The swag in
the trading post? Treasured time spent
with friends? Each of us has something
that persuades us to spend our time
with one another, bound in brotherhood
and engaged in cheerful service. The
food we eat, the swag we create and
the activities that we partake in are all
planned in advance and I invite you to
take center stage in that planning. Find
the commitee that suits your interest
within this Raven’s Wing.
As your 2020 Vice Chief of Program, Service and Communication, it is my privilege
to create, promote and ultimately enable
opportunity for your direct involvement in
the facets of the Order of the Arrow that interest you!
Keep your eyes peeled for numerous service opportunities, from camp improvement
projects at Camp Thunderbird to camporee staff opportunities at the Olympic District
Klondike (January 24-26 @ Camp Thunderbird) and at WashJam (August 20-23 @ Joint
Base Lewis McChord)
As a member of an OA staff at Klondike, Washjam or any other Scouting event, you can
expect to welcome campers with a smooth parking lot experience, staff program areas,
and complete other tasks as needed. Hours worked at Klondike and Washjam count
toward your 2020 Chief’s Challenge!
Effective communication creates opportunity for those who may not have otherwise had
it. We need you to create opportunity for other Arrowmen and future Arrowmen. We need
your writing, editing and photography skills in order to enhance all Nisqually communications including the Raven’s Wing, social media and email.
We can all improve Lodge communication by reaching out to a fellow Arrowman directly
and inviting them to a Chapter or Lodge event.
One thing is clear, your involvement will make 2020 incredible!

2020 is Looking
Bright
by John Ruppe Jr., Second Vice Chief
Brothers and Sisters of Nisqually 155, Welcome to the New Year! 2020 looks to be even
better for our service to scouting in Pacific
Harbors Council! As we prepare for elections,
unit visits and our Crafts and Ceremonies
Winter Fellowship weekend, we can reflect on
all the good work we have accomplished. Our
lodge membership is up, but we are still working on our goal of 401 members. Our BrotherContinued on next page.

Common OA Terms
Adviser - Each OA Chief has an
associated adult adviser who enables
the youth and ultimately our Order, to
succeed.
BSA - Boy Scouts of America
Candidate- What those undergoing an
ordeal are referred to before becoming
a member.
Ceremonialist - Those who help with
the induction ceremonies of the lodge.
They have a vast variety of roles from
portraying principles to setting up the
area.
Chapter - The most local embodiment
of the Order of the Arrow. Each chapter
serves a particular geographic area.
There are seven Chapters in Nisqually
Lodge, each with their own leadership
and schedule.
Chevron - The patch that covers the
bottom part of the left pocket below the
lodge flap. They are commonly created
to match a lodge flap (as they are not
worn without one) and traded as a set
with the matching lodge flap.
Chief - A youth leader in the Order of
the Arrow.
CoC - Council of Chiefs; The council
consisting of the 5 Lodge Chiefs from
across the Section, the three Section
Officers and the CVC’s, all responsible
for the planning and execution of the
annual Conclave along with the general
wellbeing of the OA program in our
section.
Conclave - A weekend gathering
of all the lodges in a given section.
Usually the biggest annual OA event
in the nearby area. A very fun time for
Arrowmen both new and old.
CSP - A council shoulder patch. The
most commonly traded patch type
outside of the OA.
CVC - Conclave Vice Chief; each
CVC is responsible for a particular
portion of the Conclave program such
as Activities, Special Events, ICE,
etc. CVC’s attend the CoC and plan
Conclave.
Continued on next page.

hood conversion program is solid; I encourage you to seek the Brotherhood honor at one
of the many opportunities in 2020.
The trading post has you covered for winter camping with a Lodge Fleece Jacket,
embroidered with the Raven, and your name! Pair that with a Lodge beanie to keep you
warm in your snow caves and ski trips. They are great for the Klondike derby! The back
of the jacket is a great place to wear your 25th Anniversary Activity set.
Our long awaited Lodge Neckerchiefs are in, and they look great! Likewise, look in the
trading post for the new Nisqually 155 water bottles to help keep you hydrated during all
your scouting activities this year.
In addition to all the good looking patches, fleeces and snacks, let me know what YOU
want to see on sale. We are looking for new items to stock going into 2020. I’ll see you at
the Lodge Banquet, just let me know!
It’s also time to help the lodge show National what great work OA does within the Unit.
We need to capture this data, by having every troop, crew, and ship with Lodge Members
fill out the 2019 Unit of Excellence OA form available on the Nisqually155.org website.
A few minutes filling out the form can raise our score and allow us to be competitive for
annual grants to improve our camp!
The annual pass for 2020 debuted at Fall Fellowship, It’s good for 6 events during the
year, for the price of 5! (banquet, craft and ceremonies, spring ordeal, summer ordeal,
fall fellowship, and conclave.) The annual pass badge itself is a great looking patch and
is included in the price! Buy your pass now, so that when you register for future Lodge
events you’re covered!

Third Vice Chief Nate
by Nate Ostheller, Third Vice Chief
I have the pleasure of serving as Nisqually’s Third
Vice Chief, Vigil Chief, and NOAC Contingent Leader
this year. With those three positions I have several
messages to pass on to all of you already.
First, for anyone that may be interested in portraying principles in ceremonies make sure to talk to
me in person or contact me some other way (email
works great). I am working to put together a record
of all those who are interested and ready to help with
ceremonies so we can make sure to have teams ready
for every occasion that can give the best experience to the candidate. Once I have your
contact info I will likely be sending out a survey that will help place you where you want to
help in ceremonies, be it portraying a principle or helping set up sites.
Also, Vigil Nomination Forms are now out. Be sure to look through and fill out a nomination for anyone you think would be a good candidate for the Vigil Honor. The more
nominations we have for any given person the more likely they are to be accepted, so
nominate your people, don’t wait and expect others to do it for you.
Finally, if anyone planning to attend NOAC has questions you need answered, the Lodge
banquet is a great place to ask them! If you don’t know where to start, find me and I will
either answer your questions or direct you to someone who can.

Continued on next page.

Common OA Terms

Elangomant - The guide and leader
who helped you through your ordeal.
They willingly devote themselves to
undertake another ordeal as service to
the lodge and the candidates.

A Familiar Theme with a Potentially
Profound Impact
National Officers Invite You to “Step Forward” in 2020
by Sam Taylor, First Vice Chief

Honor.- Ordeal, Brotherhood, and Vigil.
The different levels of accomplishment
in the OA, similar to scouting’s ranks.
ICE - Inductions and Ceremonial
Events; a term used in the context of
national or sectional events. ICE events
include inductions, ceremonies related
classes, ceremonial evaluations, and
ceremony-themed cracker barrels.
LEC - Lodge Executive Council is the
governing body of Nisqually Lodge
composed of local OA youth leaders
who plan and execute the Lodge
program. The Nisqually LEC meets on
the second Monday of each month at
the Tumwater Scout office on oddnumbered months and at the Tacoma
Scout office on even-numbered
months.
Lodge - The Order of the Arrow division
chartered directly to the individual BSA
council. Nisqually Lodge #155 serves
the Pacific Harbors Council.
Lodge Flap - The triangular patch
made by various lodges to be worn on
the right pocket. They show the lodge
that member belongs to.
National Chief - The top youth leader
of the Order of the Arrow, elected from
the field of Section Chiefs at the OA
National Meeting.
NLS - National Leadership Seminar;
the official OA leadership training
conducted by each Region.
NOAC - National Order of the Arrow
Conference; hosted every two years
on a college campus, NOAC unites
Arrowmen from across the nation
and the world for a week of fantastic
fellowship, spectacular shows, and
unforgettable experiences! NOAC
2020 is August 3-8 at Michigan State
University. Talk to your Chapter Chief
about joining the contingent!

Congratulations to our 2020 National Officers, particularly our Western Region Chief,
Gavin Cho (far left) from Verdugo Hills Council, California
Dozens of Arrowman converged upon Dallas, Texas, December 27-30 for the 2019
National Planning Meeting. Led by the 2019 National officers, the meeting is attended
by each Section Chief and includes the election of our six 2020 National officers: The
National Chief, National Vice Chief and four Region Chiefs. The officers are elected from
and by the field of Section Chiefs. The meeting also serves as a rally point for the coming
years’ national program of emphasis. This years’ emphasis is the National Order of the
Arrow Conference (NOAC), August 3-8 at Michigan State University! Each Section Chief
is focused on a particular part of NOAC. Our own Section Chief, Ben Eyeman from Sikhs
Mox Lamonti Lodge, is part of the Recreation committee!
The NOAC theme is “Step Up, Step Forward”. Strikingly similar to our 2018 Conclave
theme “Step Right Up”. The notion of stepping up to challenges with a cheerful spirit is
precisely what Nisqually Lodge and the entire Order of the Arrow is doing in 2020. As Arrowmen, we have a unique opportunity to step forward in our units, schools and communities just as we stepped forward in our pre-Ordeal Ceremony and committed ourselves
to facing the challenges of the Ordeal,
perpetuated anew each day, with a
pervasive cheerful spirit.
Please contact Laura Kitchings via
email if you would like to join the NOAC
contingent. You can also talk to her in
person at the Lodge Banquet.
The theme for the 2020 National Order of the Arrow Conference is “Step
Up, Step Forward”. The conference
theme was announced at the recent
OA National Planning Meeting

Continued on next page.
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OA - Order of the Arrow; Scouting’s
National Honor Society founded in
1915 by Treasure Island Scout Camp
counselors E. Urner Goodman and
Carol A. Edson.
Region Chief - There are four OA
Regions: Central Region, Northeastern
Region, Southern Region and Western
Region (West Is Best!) Each Region
is led by a Chief who enables each
Section and Lodge to succeed.
Section - A collection of lodges in a
particular geographic area. Section
W-1N (Western Region, Area 1, North)
serves both Lodges in Alaska and the
three Lodges around the Puget Sound.
The Section helps each Lodge build
and maintain a quality program while
also planning the annual Conclave!
WWW - Wimachtendienk
Wingolauchsik Witahemui (Brotherhood
Cheerfulness and Service); the three
primary principles of the Order of the
Arrow in the language of the Lenni
Lenape, Natives of the Delaware River
Basin, the area where OA was founded.

Chehalis Chapter
by Hunter Morgan, Chapter Chief
Hello scouts and scouters! I am pleased to introduce myself as
the new chapter chief for the Chehalis Chapter. Chapter members
recently celebrated the New Year with Troop and Crew 373 at the
Chehalis Scout Lodge. As 2020 begins, we anticipate our monthly
meetings at the Chehalis scout lodge as well as at the Quesadilla factory, and look forward to the opportunities for brotherhood and service provided in the Order of the Arrow.
Chehalis serves the communities of Adna, Boistfort, Centralia, Chehalis, Evaline, Morton,
Mossyrock, Napavine, Onalaska, Packwood, Pe Ell, Randle, Rochester, Toledo, Vader,
White Pass, Winlock.

Squaxin Chapter
by Joey Taylor, Chapter Chief
It was a pleasure to serve as your Chapter Chief in 2019, so much
fun that I am honored to be serving as your Chapter Chief again this
year!
I am excited for 2020! Squaxin Chapter will continue to meet on the first Monday of every
month at the First United Methodist Church of Olympia with ceremonies practice at 6:15
prior to the monthly meeting. We will continue to have a fun/service event on the third
Thursday of every month.
Our service projects this year will include service to the Thurston County Foodbank and
the South Sound Reading Foundation. We will help staff Klondike, (Jan 24-26 @ Camp
Thunderbird), and help staff Washjam.

If you have any service or fun event suggestions feel free to bring them up at the chapter meetings.
Our next chapter meeting will be February 3rd, 2020. See you there!
Squaxin serves the communities of Griffin, Lacey, North Thurston, Olympia, Rainier, Shelton, Tenino, Tumwater, Yelm.

Tsaw Chapter
by Elijah Crosby, Chapter Chief
Tsaw serves the communities of Tacoma, Gig Harbor, University Place, Fircrest. If your unit is in this area, please contact your fellow OA scouts and carpool to your monthly chapter meeting. We would love to see you at the next Chapter
Meeting!

Wapiti Chapter
by Justin Thomas, Chapter Chief
I am from Troop 274 where I am Senior Patrol Leader and I am super exited to be the 2020 Wapiti Chapter Chief. My
number one goal as Chapter Chief is to drastically increase chapter membership and members who keep coming
back to grow in brotherhood. I am looking forward to all the memories that we create and share throughout this year.
Wapiti serves the communities of Carbonado, Dieringer, Enumclaw, Orting, Puyallup, Sumner, White River.

Ahotasu Mbi Chapter
by Elijah Bilyen, Chapter Chief
Ahoatsu Mbi is currently working on the chapter blanket, so come to a chapter meeting and help put your ideas and efforts
into this fantastic symbol of our chapter. Ahotasu Mbi serves the communities of Federal Way, part of Auburn, Fife, Milton,
Northeast Tacoma. If your unit is in this area, please contact your fellow OA scouts and carpool to your monthly chapter
meeting. We would love to see you at the next Chapter Meeting!

Kcum Kcum Chapter
by John Russo, Chapter Chief
Kcum Kcum serves the communities of Aberdeen, Elma, Hood Canal, Hoquiam, Lake Quinault, McCleary, Montesano, Mary Knight, Naselle-Grays, North Beach, North River, Oakville, Ocean Beach, Ocosta, Pioneer, Raymond,
Satsop, South Bend, Taholah, Willapa Valley, Wishkah. If your unit is in this area, please contact your fellow OA
scouts and carpool to your monthly chapter meeting. We would love to see you at the next Chapter Meeting!

Sahaptin Chapter
by Chris Byrd, Chapter Chief
Sahaptin serves the communities of Bethel, Clover Park, Eatonville, Franklin Pierce, Graham, Joint Base LewisMcChord, Lakewood, Steilacoom. If your unit is in this area, please contact your fellow OA scouts and carpool to
your monthly chapter meeting. We would love to see you at the next Chapter Meeting!

Lodge Leadership Development
On Saturday, November 9, more than 35 Lodge Members
attended the Lodge Leadership Development at the Tacoma
Scout Office. Together, our new officers were trained in how
to help our lodge move from a “Thriving” Lodge to a “HighPerforming” Lodge in 2020. Thanks to all who attended this
training and especially to Sam, Nate, and Conner for putting
on an excellent event.

nisqually lodge #155

ORDER OF THE ARROW
2020 LODGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nisqually Lodge is the local branch of Scouting’s National Honor Society. Our mission is to provide leadership opportunities,
experiences, and fellowship to build on the solid base of the Scouting program.

Planned Events
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Planned Events

Starting
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Lodge Elections

1.1.2020

4.15.2020

NOAC - Michigan State U.
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Lodge Banquet
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Summer Ordeal
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Craft & Ceremony Fellowship
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W-1N Conclave (Fire Mountain)
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Vigil Weekend
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4.26.2020

Fall Fellowship
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Spring Ordeal
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Lodge Leadership Development
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